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BY KAREN BERGER 
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I'm sure you people won't believe it. In fact, I 
find it very hard to believe, myself, and I'm the one 
with the weird experience. But I'll let you judge for 
yourselves. The story goes like this: 


One gloomy, rainy Monday morning in early 
November, a clock radio alarm goes off. I rub my 
sleepy eyes, curse the cheerful disc jockeys, and 
put my pillow over my head. Sleep, sleep, I just 
want to sleepI Please, let it be the wrong time, 
pleasel It can't be Monday morning already I The 

twelve noon, and the weatherman's saying it's a 
beautiful sunny Tuesday, one of the ten best days 
of the year. I must be dreaming. I have to be. After 

My radio goes off, I curse the deejays (boy, if they 
only knew what people said about them in the 
morning!), fall back to sleep for an hour, have 
bizarre dreams, wake up late, and then rush like a 
lunatic to work. But this time, it's different. This is 
no dream. I'm wide awake. Really. And it's 

chirping, the garbage trucks are droning, and my 
upstairs neighbor is vacuuming. "Well, maybe it's 
me," I say to myself. "You know how wrapped up 
you get in work that you sometimes forget what 
day it is. Yeah, that's true. Maybe I'm not 
dreaming, and besides, it's 12.-00, there's still time 
to get to work before Len and Andy." 

and dash out the door. I just catch the M5 bus on 
my corner, get a seat (now I know I'm dreaming), 
and twelve traffic-free minutes later, I debark 
right in front of 666 Fifth Avenue, the home of the 
beast himself. I head upstairs. No one says 
anything unusual to me, so, playing dumb, I go to 
my office, and figure I'll take the day as it comes. 

Then the strangest thing happens. Art Director, 
Richard Bruning, stops by and says, "Great 
Meanwhile... column, Karen. The copy just came 
back from the typesetter, so all we need is your 
signature at the bottom." "Huh, Meanwhile... 
column?" I say. "But I haven't written that yet. I've 

fascinating subject, and I’ve been at a loss." But 
Richard is gone, and this column is on my desk. It 
reads like this: 


Hi, there, everyone. Karen Berger, here, next in 
line in this monthly Meanwhile... merry-go- 
round. For those of you who don't know who I am 
(and, if not, you should be ashamed of 
yourselves). I'll fill you in. 

I've been working at DC Comics for just over six 

full-time editor, currently producing such titles as 
LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES, SWAMP THING, 
AMETHYST, LEGIONNAIRES THREE mini-series, 
TALES OF THE LEGION, the all-new WONDER 
WOMAN, and a couple of hot titles in 
development. Before I entered into the comforting 
madness that a creative job offers, ‘ 


Editorial Coordinator. For two and a half years I 


supervised the deadlines on all of DC's books, 
baby-sat editors and other artistic beings, juggled 
schedules and free-lancers (you should've seen my 
act, and that was before my obsessive exercise 
days), and generally ran around like a crazy 
person. Back at the very beginning, when I was 
but a wee lass right out of Brooklyn College, I was 
Paul Levitz's assistant. Little did I know then, that 
someday I 'fi be editing a book that he writes: the 
LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES. 

Just a mere three months ago, the writer of 
Legion lore himself regaled you all with tales of 
mystery surrounding Sensor Girl's identity. But that 
enigma is just one of many interesting 
developments happening in the LEGION. Even as 
we speak, a new Fatal Five is being formed, with 
the Emerald Empress ('natch) at the helm, the 
Persuader, her axe-wielding right-hand man, by 
her side, plus three malevolent new members. 

Legionnaires, and if that's not enough, next 

for the Legion's annual multipart suspenseful epic. 
This year's saga features the return of Universo, 

plan throughout recent stories. (I'm not telling 
where, of coursel) 

Everyone still following me? Good, 'cause more 
Legion excitement abounds in LEGIONNAIRES 
THREE, a four-part mini-series (the second issue's 


regular readers of the universe's most fantastic 
futuristic family, you can pick up TALES OF THE 
LEGION, the monthly title that reprints stories 
originally appearing in last year's Deluxe book. 

Darkseid, in the much-anticipated sequel to the 
"The Curse." 

... soapbox spot. Thanks for 



And that's what the column says . Well, to be 

someone who looks like me did me a favor (we're 
all supposed to have doubles, right?) and 
submitted the coiumn to Richard when I wasn't 
looking. Or ... maybe I have a fairy godmother, or 

anyway), or if this is a dream, be nice to me, let me 
think that the Meanwhile... column is done, and 
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"DC CHECKLIST" 


DELUXE 


□ VIGILANTE #28 

Introducing...the new Vigilantel Who is he 
and why has he taken on the costume? And 
how does Adrian Chase react? Painted 
cover by Bill Sienkiewicz. 


□ OUTSIDERS #6 

A new villain invades Outsiders HQ and the 
team learns: nothing can stop the Duke of 
Oill Also: "Outsiders at the Batl"something 


te to be believedl 


□ OMEGA MEN #37 

On Kuraq, a plague of two-dimensional 
killers threatens Tigorr, Harpis, and Oho- 
Beshl Plus a "Vega" tale. Painted cover by 
Shawn McManus. 


□ LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES #21 

A new Fatal Five in the making and the 
mystery behind Sensor Girl mountsI Plus, a 
Quislet solo story — oh, boyl 

□ SHADOW OF THE BATMAN #5 
Batman takes his grief out on Gotham's 
criminals and then must take control in time 
for the new Clay face! Final issue with a new 
wraparound cover by Marshall Rogers. 

□ INFINITY, INC. #25 


members, Carcharo strikesI 28 pages of 
nonstop action by Roy Thomas & Todd 
McFarlane. 


□ NEW TEEN TITANS #?9 

Nightwing refuses to follow the other Titans 
and goes off on his own. Is this the end of 
the New Teen Titans? Painted cover by 
George Perez. 

□ DC CHALLENGE U6 

It's Albert Einstein to the rescue throughout 
time—guest starring Silent Knight, Rip 

& everyone elseI 
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TAZ IS OUTNUMBERED.' 
SOMEONE'S SOT TO EVEN 

the oops / and that 
^someone is A/e 


gg§tfH : 


THAT MIGHT NOT BE 

iNVuiNeeAB/urv-/r/sne 

next best TH/Hor _ 


do r have to mu 

.YOU, TEMPEST? y 

\,>o/ 


“BECAUSE WHEN THEY 
COME BACK, THEY'LL 
PCOBABLY BE ON THE 
BUN- WITH AN ABMY 
OF SHOOT/A/& 
ROBOTS HOT ON 
THE* HEELS/" 


OAST'S PQIN6. 














































' X AJvctvN. 
COMING HERE' 
WAS A LOUSY , 
v IDEA/ V 


'SHUT UP AND KEEP^ 

SMoonNcr we mav 

BE CORNERED, BUT 
^WE'RE N or DEAD//* 


rEAARGS 


^THIS ONE'S MIRDET7RSS 

would have no eppect 

AGAINST ROBOTS "SO 
AS MUCH AS THIS ONE 
DETECTS TH6 USE Of 
WEAPONRY— THERE IS 
S- _ NO CHOICE/ ,, 














































































































































DAILYd 


^PLANET. 


Monday, December 1,1985 


^New 


SECRET OHGMS 

REVEALED! 



f ■■—■LX, 

First Issue exposes Golden Age Superman'! 


Next month Len Wein and Gil Kane bring you all the (acts about The Blue 


METROPOLIS, U.S.A. -- 

Daily Planet reporter Clark Kent has 
discovered shocking revelations con¬ 
cerning the origins of some of DC’s most 
treasured characters and heroes. Kent 
disclosed the results of his year-long 
investigation to DC’s Publisher and 
President, Jenette Kahn, in a meeting 
late yesterday. This morning a press 
conference was called by Executive 
Vice-President, Paul Levitz. Levitz 
admitted to a crowd of reporters that 
Kent's sleuthing was both significant 
and revealing. He then announced the 
publication of a new series by saying: 

exactly that—a rev¬ 
elation of the begin¬ 
nings of DC greats! 

For the premiere of 
this unprecedented, 

writer/editor Roy 
Thomas (Infinity, Blue Beetle’(#2) 
Inc., All-Star Squadron) will team up 
with renowned artists Wayne Boring 
and Jerry Ordway. The first issue will 
feature, appropri¬ 
ately enough, the 
original Superman. 
The format of Secret 
Origins will be of 
special interest, as 
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The end of a story 
that never really ended. 


A four issue 
mini-series. 



